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Sutherland Dianella Primary School Kindergarten Program 
 

 
Welcome parents and children to our Kindergarten 
at Sutherland Dianella Primary School, located at 5 
Sutherland Avenue, Dianella. We hope this will be a 
happy and rewarding beginning for you and your 
child in your association with our school. This booklet 
is for your information to let you know all about the 
Kindergarten year. Please do not hesitate to ask any 
questions regarding information in this booklet or 
about any aspect of the programme. We look 
forward to establishing partnerships with 
parents/guardians so that together we share the 
responsibility of teaching and guiding your young 
child. 

 

 
Play and the Kindergarten Program 

 

 
Purposeful play is a powerful medium for learning. 
Children need opportunities to choose from a wide variety 
of activities, materials and equipment that will stimulate, 
challenge and involve them in interesting tasks. 
Experiences that we plan for the children will be open 
ended so that they can explore, create, change, build, 
construct, deconstruct, discover and investigate for 
themselves. 

 
 

The main aim of our programme is to make your child’s 
first contact with school a happy and satisfying experience, which will help to establish positive 
attitudes towards learning. We aim to encourage the development of your child’s confidence, 
concentration, social skills, and oral language skills to foster their imagination and creativity and help 
build their self-esteem. By providing a rich variety of experiences, we feel the Kindergarten year will 
help to form a broad base on which to build your child’s formal learning. 

The Kindergarten programme revolves around learning centres so that the children are able to make 
their own choices about where and how they will play. This also enables us to meet the needs of all 
the children and enhance individual learning styles as children go about their play-structured day. 
Within the programme, structured activities are offered to increase participation. 

Not only are these aims and objectives part of our philosophies of teaching, they are renowned as 
world’s best practice and are embedded in the Curriculum Guidelines, The Early Years Learning 
Framework, The National Quality Standards and the Western Australian Curriculum. These 
documents outline what children should know, understand, value and be able to do at their own level 
of development. 
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Early Years Learning at Sutherland Dianella Primary School 
 

 
Provides all students with an opportunity to develop, learn and succeed in a holistic capacity. 

 
Nurtures relationships between staff, students and parents to ensure a respectful, inclusive and 
supportive learning environment. 

Supports children to celebrate their individuality and cultural differences to develop a sense of 
belonging and wellbeing. 

 
Recognises that children learn best through quality meaningful experiences which are hands on, child 
centred and interest based. 

Creates a foundation for each child’s learning and development through intentional and purposeful 
planning, teaching and assessing. 
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Leadership Team 

Principal Mr Blake Ingersole 

Deputy Principal Mrs Tricia Mitchell  

Deputy Principal Mrs Janelle White  

School Psychologist Mr James Pegus  

Manager Corporate Services  Mrs Leonie Malkovic 

School Officer Ms Debra Mortimer 

Library Officer Ms Georgia Johnson 

Kindy Staff 

Teacher Miss Olivia Wells 

Education Assistant Mrs Linda Field 

Early childhood trained teachers staff the Kindergarten along with an educational assistant who 
supports the teacher in developing and implementing the teaching and learning programmes. 

2024 School Term Dates 

Period Start Finish 

Term 1 Wednesday 31 January Thursday 28 March 

Term 2 Monday 15 April Friday 28 June 

Term 3 Tuesday 16 July Friday 20 September 

Term 4 Tuesday 8 October Thursday 12 December 
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2024 School Development Days 
 

 
Monday 29 January 2024 

Tuesday 30 January 2024 

Friday 31 May 2024 

Monday 15 July 2024 

Monday 7 October 2024 

** Students do not attend school on these dates. 
 
 
 

Personal Items, Contributions and Charges for Kindergarten 
 

 
Parents will be notified of the Contributions and Charges for Kindergarten 2024. A Personal Stationery 
Items Usage list has been supplied to all families. The only items that need to be named are the A3 
folder and books. 

Voluntary contributions can be paid by Qkr! or Eftpos at the Front Office during normal office hours, 
or through the Personal Stationery Items Usage list. 

 

 
Payments 

 

 
All payments to the school are to be made via the Qkr! App (pronounced ‘quicker’). Qkr! can be used 
on smartphones, iPad, tablets, laptops and desktop computers. Qkr! is a Mastercard product and 
comes with all of their security. Qkr! will assist our school community by: 

 
• saving time by allowing parents/guardians to pay for school activities at any time of day or 

night, every day of the year. 
• reducing the need for students to bring cash to school. 
• save parents visiting the Administration to pay by credit card. 
• save parents time completing the details on medical information, 

permission slips and payment envelopes. 
• reducing paper consumption 
• You will receive the information note regarding excursions and 

payments via Connect. Medical information and permission details 
will be submitted by Qkr! 
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Session Times 
 

 
Sutherland Dianella Primary School Kindergarten caters for two groups, with classes consisting of 
five full day sessions per fortnight. We will provide a calendar with each group’s attendance days 
clearly marked. 

Classroom doors open at 8:25am with formal instruction commencing at 8.40am. School concludes 
at 3.00pm each day, except Wednesday which is an early school closure at 2.35pm. 

 

 
Kindy Group 

 
Days 

 
Wednesday Weeks 

A 
Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday (alternate weeks) 
1, 3, 5, 7 and 9 of each term 

B 
Wednesday (alternate weeks) 

Thursday 
Friday 

2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 of each term 

 
Regular attendance provides the best possible basis for your child’s readiness for formal schooling. 

 
 

Parent Information Session 
 

 
An information session will be held in the morning and afternoon within the first three weeks of Term 
One in 2024. Please note: 

1. A non-interruption policy is in place from 8:40am – 11:00am each morning. 
2. There will be no phasing in of Kindergarten Sessions. Students start at full days from day 

one. 
3. Early school closure every Wednesday at 2:35pm. 

 

 
What Your Child Will Learn 

 

 
In Kindergarten, we will provide opportunities for your child to: 

• Achieve the Principles and Practices of the Early Years 
Learning Framework for Australia and values as outlined 
in the Western Australia Curriculum Guidelines. 

• Express themselves. 
• Make friends and socialise in groups. 
• Help each other and to respect others’ rights. 
• Learn to appreciate others’ feelings and accept own 

feelings. 
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• Encourage self-creativity and expression.  
• Further develop self-confidence, independence and to give 

them a sense of achievement in everything they do. 
• Learn to be away from family. 
• Learn to interact with adults. 
• Learn to interact with small and large groups of children. 
• Learn to share and co-operate. 
• Learn to take turns. 
• Learn simple rules and routines. 
• Learn to complete a task or activity. 
• Learn to listen. 
• Learn to question and answer. 
• Learn to make choices.  
• Learn to be independent, but not afraid to ask for help. 
• Learn to share their family and experiences with others. 
• Learn many skills and concepts and be exposed to an 

environment rich in language experiences. 
 
 

Parent Responsibilities 
 

 
• Keep in touch with the teacher on matters concerning their child’s development. 
• Please read the parent notice boards outside of learning areas. 
• Make appropriate appointment times to discuss your child’s development. 
• Notify teacher of any changes to the normal routine within the home situation. Such 

changes can affect the child’s attitude and emotional well-being. 
• Assist with parent help roster where possible. 
• Adhere to drop off and pick up times. 
• Notify teacher of any ongoing illness or allergy – complete the appropriate forms at the 

School Administration. 
• Before and After School Care – notify and complete appropriate forms at the School 

Administration. 
• Notify teacher if your child is receiving ongoing therapy from another professional. 

e.g. Speech Pathologist and provide copies of any reports associated with this. 
• Participate in busy-bees, working bees and whole school activities. 
• Consider joining the school P&C as the Kindergarten programme benefits from their 

support. 
• Accompany your child to and from the Kindergarten classroom. Please note your child is not 

to be dropped off at the Kindergarten gate. 
• Allow your child to be responsible for carrying their own bags and unpacking their fruit and 

water bottle for their session. 
• Ensure that teachers are notified of any changes to telephone numbers and addresses or 

emergency contact people as they occur. 
• Engage in a morning routine with your child e.g. name writing, puzzles, stories. 
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Parent Involvement 
 

 
Parent involvement provides continuity for the child between 
home and Kindergarten, therefore parents are encouraged to 
participate and assist in the Kindergarten in whatever capacity 
they are able. A voluntary roster for parent help during 
Kindergarten sessions will be displayed on the noticeboard at 
the beginning of each Term. Rosters will not begin until Term 
Two. Please write your name against a date(s) that suits you. 
Your child loves you to be involved and in this way, you can be 
a part of the learning experiences we provide in the 
Kindergarten. 

We would like to invite parents from all cultures to join in 
classroom activities so that we can honour each child’s home 
culture and language. 

Remember grandparents and other family members are also welcome to join the roster. 

If you have a special skill or talent that you would like to share with the children, for example, carpentry, 
storytelling, playing a musical instrument or speaking another language, let us know and we can 
arrange a suitable time and date for you to come to the Kindergarten. 

 

 
Drop Off and Pick Up 

 

 
Children must be left in the care of a staff member and under no circumstances be left to enter or exit 
the Kindergarten classroom alone. Parents are encouraged to spend some time settling their child 
into the classroom setting each day. Children will not be released at pick up time until an authorised 
adult comes to the classroom door. Please notify us in writing (please see the collection book at the 
classroom entry) if someone other than yourself is to pick up your child. If the other adult is unknown 
to staff, we will ask for identification, e.g. driver’s license. 

Please note: Older siblings are not permitted to collect 
children from Kindergarten under any circumstances. 

If you are unavoidably late, please telephone staff on 
9268 8600 so that we can reassure your child. 

Unless there is a Restraining Order or a Sole Custody 
Order from the Family Court or other legal requirements, 
we are unable to refuse the legal parent or guardian the right 
to access the child. The school must be shown the original 
document, so a copy can be made. 

Day Care staff are expected to adhere to the drop off and pick up procedures in your absence. Please 
remind them of their duty of care obligations and your expectations. Day Care staff are not to drop 
children off at the Kindergarten gate. 
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Kiss and Drive 
 

 
Once your child is settled in Kindergarten, you may wish to consider using the staffed Kiss and Drive 
on Sutherland Avenue. See the school website for more information. 

 
 
 

Communication 
 

 
There are many ways we may contact you with important information. 

School App – Connect Now 

The school uses an app called Connect Now to send out reminders and general updates. For more 
information on how to use Connect, please check the school website. 

Attendance 

If your child is going to be absent, please SMS the school on 0437 484 342. 

Attendance information can be sent to the school via email info@sdps.wa.edu.au or telephone 9268 
8600. 

You can also use the Absentee form on the school website www.sdps.wa.edu.au/absentee-form, to 
notify us of any absences. 

Email 

The school will send information home by email about coming events, class newsletters and school 
news. Please check your emails regularly and keep your email address details up to date. 

Newsletters 

The newsletter (SDPS Times) is emailed out in Week 5 and Week 10 of each term. It is designed to 
keep parents/carers aware of all current and future happenings. You must be subscribed to received 
it. You can do this via the school website www.sdps.wa.edu.au/subscribe-newsletter. 

Classroom Noticeboard 

The notice boards outside each class will have daily notices and information. Please check these 
regularly. 

Face to Face Chat 

Teachers are available for a quick chat and exchange of information about your child at the beginning 
and end of the day. If you need more time to discuss something with the teacher, please make an 
appointment. 

Facebook 

SDPS is also on Facebook www.facebook.com/Sutherlanddianellaprimaryschool 
 

Additional information may be found on the school webpage www.sdps.wa.edu.au. 

mailto:info@sdps.wa.edu.au
http://www.sdps.wa.edu.au/absentee-form
http://www.sdps.wa.edu.au/subscribe-newsletter
http://www.facebook.com/Sutherlanddianellaprimaryschoo
http://www.sdps.wa.edu.au/
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What to Bring to Kindergarten 
 

 
• A child’s carry bag or backpack containing a change of clothes, in case of accidents. The bag 

needs to be easily managed by the child and large enough to hold the clothes that may come 
home. Please ensure all bags are CLEARLY NAMED. 

• A school hat, (broad brimmed, as per our Health Policy/Sun Smart status), clearly named. (Hats 
are available from our school uniform supplier, Uniform Concepts). Our school policy is “NO hat 
- NO play” therefore children without hats will not be permitted to play in the sunshine. If you 
wish your child to use sunscreen, please apply it before they come to school. Sunscreen is also 
available in classrooms. 

• A piece of fruit for Crunch and Sip, packed in a container in readiness for Crunch and Sip time 
(please refer to “Crunch and Sip” section in this booklet). Please remember that we are a Nut 
Aware School and ask that children do not bring food such as Nutella or Peanut Butter etc to 
school. 

• A packed lunch (for example a sandwich, drink and a piece of fruit) that can be managed 
individually by your child. Parents are encouraged to 
support the school Health Policy by providing a healthy 
lunch for their child. 

• School uniform - all individual items of clothing should 
be clearly named. Our Uniform Policy is on our 
website. 

• Sneakers or sandals. No slip-ons please. 
• Water bottle (squirt top), as per our Crunch and Sip policy 

clearly named to be bought to school each day. Please 
note: no cordial or juice. 

• Personal stationery requirements to be brought to school 
on the first day. 

 

 
Paint on Clothing 

 

 
Many of our activities are messy and the children often get their clothes dirty despite the use of 
painting aprons. The paint we use is machine washable and should wash out in COLD water. 

DO NOT USE STAIN REMOVING SPRAYS OR HOT WATER AS THEY CAN SET THE PAINT. 
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Children’s Possessions 
 

 
Canteen 

 
 
 

The Kindergarten has a variety of equipment, toys and games 
for the children to use each day. Children should not bring any 
toys or personal, precious items to school unless they have been 
requested for news. 

Parents, please check with the teacher if you are unsure. 
Precious items from home can be accidentally damaged, broken 
or lost which can be very distressing to the child concerned. 

Please ensure that children do not wear jewellery to school as 
such items can easily be damaged or lost. 

 

 
The Canteen is open on TUESDAYS, WEDNESDAYS and FRIDAYS during school term and is open 
for recess and lunch. 

The menu includes healthy food selections such as sandwiches, wraps and rolls with a variety of 
weekly specials. Drinks, fruit and frozen items are also on offer 
from the canteen. 

Recess and Lunch can be pre-ordered via Qkr! (details on the 
school website) or ordered using the canteen bags in the 
canteen tub in the classroom. Some recess items may be 
purchased directly from the canteen. 

You can view the latest Menu on the school website. 

The canteen is operated by a canteen manager. The Canteen 
Manager runs the canteen with the assistance of parents who 
volunteer. There is a classroom roster system in place so each 
classroom takes it in turns to volunteer in the canteen 
throughout the school term. 

Illness and Accidents 
 

 
Children who are ill must not attend Kindergarten. A child who is not well can become very distressed 
when in a group situation. It will also help curb the spread of infection to other children and staff. 
Please keep your child at home if he/she is suffering any of the following: 

• Head lice 
• Nose/ear/eye discharge 
• Weeping sores 
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• Diarrhoea 
• Fever 
• Vomiting, or has vomited within the last twelve (12) hours 
• Any signs of infectious diseases i.e. chicken pox, influenza, mumps, rubella, trachoma, 

measles, ringworm, school sores, COVID-19, or whooping cough. 

If a child becomes ill throughout the day, a parent/guardian will 
be telephoned to collect the child. 

If an accident occurs at Sutherland Dianella, it will be recorded 
in an accident book. Parents/Guardians will be notified when 
picking up their child of how the accident occurred and what 
treatment was given. If it is serious, the Parent/Guardian will be 
contacted immediately therefore it is essential that mobile 
phone and emergency contact numbers are up to date. 

If staff have to seek medical/ambulance assistance, the 
school accepts no responsibility for the cost incurred. 

 
 

Allergies and Medical Conditions 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Medication 

If your child has a medical condition (allergies, asthma, etc.) please notify 
the school immediately. Where necessary an Action Plan will be formulated 
in consultation with you and the Deputy Principal, so that if an emergency 
arises directions can be easily followed. This will be up-dated each year or 
as the need arises. 

Please note that Sutherland Dianella Primary School is a Nut Aware 
School and this is to support students who have nut allergies. 

 
 

 
If your child is on medication and you wish to request staff to 
administer it, please note the following points: 

• Only requests for medication which has been prescribed 
by a doctor can be administered. 

• All instructions for times and dosages must be in writing. 
Please complete the necessary documentation at the 
School Administration. 

• A medication record will be kept for those children taking 
regular medication. 

• Medications must be correctly labelled and handed to 
staff, not left in the child’s bag. 
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Excursions and Incursions 
 

 
Children will be taken on excursions throughout the year. A note will be sent via Connect to 
Parents/Guardians prior to the excursion with information and an authorisation form for your child to 
participate. These Qkr! authorisation forms must be signed, otherwise your child will be unable to 
attend. Excursion and Incursion information and forms are made available on Connect. 

Children leaving the Kindergarten will always be accompanied 
by the appropriate number of adults as specified in the 
Department of Education’s Excursion Policy. Parents may be 
asked to attend such excursions to help with the supervision of 
children. 

Please note: There is a NO AUTHORISATION, NO GO Policy 
in force for ALL excursions and incursions. 

 
 

 
Special Occasions 

 

 
We love to celebrate birthdays, name days or other special occasions in Kindergarten. Children are 
made to feel special on their day, but parents are advised that cakes, lollies or gifts are not permitted 
at Sutherland Dianella Primary School. Parents are invited to stay for the first few minutes of our 
session while we sing happy birthday. Students will also receive a Birthday Certificate from the teacher. 

 
 

Crunch and Sip 
 

 
Crunch and Sip is a great opportunity for children to sit and chat 
quietly with a small group of friends. Here are just a few ideas 
for ‘fruit’ that your child might like to bring. 

Cauliflower, broccoli, peas, cooked (boiled) potato, pineapple, 
corn kernels, snow peas, kiwi fruit, tomatoes, watermelon, rock 
melon, sultanas, mangos, mushrooms, pears, mandarins, 
passionfruit, cherry tomatoes, cucumber, capsicum, dried fruit, 
beans, celery, apples, carrots, prunes, dates, pawpaw, radishes, 
bananas, strawberries, oranges, plums, apricots, grapes, 
lettuce, cabbage, avocado, honey dew melon, sprouts. 

Please note: No savoury biscuits. No popcorn. No cheese. 
NO NUTS. 
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Recyclable Material 
 

 
Early learning centres are the world’s best recyclers! If you have access to various items which you 
think we might be able to use, please let us know. Please ensure items are clean and dry. 

Some suggestions for everyday items include: plastic ice cream, yoghurt and butter containers, used 
greetings cards, wrapping paper, crepe paper, tissue paper, old 
calendars, old envelopes, glad wrap and Christmas wrapping rolls, 
paper or card off cuts, boxes, buttons, corks, bottle tops, plastic 
bags, bubble wrap, old electrical appliances (not working), old 
handbags, fabric scraps, ribbons, lace, feathers, scraps of foam, 
rubber, vinyl, off cuts of plastic hose/pipes, old jewellery, wallpaper 
pieces, contact, Velcro, shells, assorted seeds, unused kitchen or 
cooking utensils, dolls and toys (in good condition), artificial/dried 
flowers, artificial fruit, old posters/pictures, second-hand children’s 
books (in good condition) and any other valuable items you feel we 
might be able to use in the kindergarten. 

Due to health regulations, we are unable to use milk cartons, juice cartons, egg cartons or toilet rolls. 
Please check with your child’s teacher regarding specific needs of the class. 

 
 
 

School Factions 
 

 
Our four factions are all named after WA Olympians. 

 

Students will be allocated a faction when their enrolment has been finalised. Students will compete 
in our annual Faction Sports Carnival. 
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Contacting Your Child’s Teacher 
 

 
Please make an appointment to see your child’s teacher if you wish to discuss any matters concerning 
your child’s progress, the programme content or any other general queries or concerns. 

As the Parent/Guardian you have a vital role in the education of your child. We believe that with the 
contribution of your skills and experiences, together we can form a vibrant and productive partnership 
that benefits all children. 

We look forward to having your child join us at Sutherland Dianella Primary School and hope 
your child’s time with us will be happy and enriching. 

 
 
 
 



37  

 

Kindy Scheduled Days – Term 1, 2024 
 

 

Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday - Group A  
Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - Group B  

 
WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
1 29 January 30 31 1 February 2  
 
 
 
 

Staff Development 
Day 

(Students do not 
attend school) 

Staff Development 
Day 

(Students do not 
attend school) 

   

2 5 6 7 8 9 
 
 
 
 

     

3 12 13 14 15 16 
 
 
 
 

     

4 19 20 21 22 23 
 
 
 
 

     

5 26 27 28 29 1 March 

 
 
 
 

 
 

    

6 4 5 6 7 8 

 
 
 
 

Labour Day     

7 11 12 13 14 15 
 
 
 
 

     

8 18 19 20 21 22 
 
 
 
 

     

9 
 
 
 

25 26 27 28 29 
 

Good Friday 
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Kindy Scheduled Days – Term 2, 2024 
 

Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday - Group A 
Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - Group B 

 
     

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
1 15 April 

 
16 17 18 19 

2 22 23 24 25 26 
 
 
 
 

   ANZAC 
Day 

 

3 29 30 1 May 2 3 
 
 
 
 

     

4 6 7 8 9 10 
 
 
 
 

     

5 13 14 15 16 17 
 
 
 
 

     

6 20 21 22 23 24 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    

7 27 28 29 30 31 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   Staff Development 
Day 

(Students do not 
attend school) 

8 3 June 4 5 6 7 
 
 
 
 

Western 
Australia 

Day 

    

9 10 11 12 13 14 

10 17 18 19 20 21 

11 24 25 26 27 28  
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Kindy Scheduled Days – Term 3, 2024 
 
 

Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday - Group A 
Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - Group B 

 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
1 15 July 16 17 18 19 
 
 
 
 

Staff Development 
Day 

(Students do not 
attend school) 

    

2 22 23 24 25 26 
 
 
 
 

     

3 29 30 31 1 August 2 
 
 
 
 

     

4 5 6 7 8 9 
 
 
 
 

     

5 12 13 14 15 16 

 
 
 
 

     

6 19 20 21 22 23 

 
 
 
 

     

7 26 27 28 29 30 
 
 
 
 

     

8 2 September 3 4 5 6 
 
 
 
 

     

9 9 10 11 12 13 

10 16 17 18 19 20 
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Kindy Scheduled Days – Term 4, 2024 
 

 
 

Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday - Group A  
Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - Group B  

 
WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
1 7 October 8 9 10 11 
 
 
 
 

Staff Development 
Day 

(Students do not 
attend school) 

    

2 14 15 16 17 18 
 
 
 
 

     

3 21 22 23 24 25 
 
 
 
 

     

4 28  29 30 31 1 November 
 
 
 
 

     

5 4 5 6 7 8 
 
 
 
 

     

6 11 12 13 14 15 
 
 
 
 

     

7 18 19 20 21 22 
 
 
 
 

     

8 25 26 27 28 29 
 
 
 
 

     

9 2 December 3 4 5 6 

10 9 10 11 12  
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NSW Writing Font 
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Correct Pencil Grip 
 

 
Please help your child at home develop the correct pencil grip. 

 

This is for right-handed children. This is for left-handed children. 
 
 
 
 

Correct Scissor Grip 
 

 
Please help your child at home develop the correct scissor grip. To develop the small muscle control 
for cutting with scissors, children need to practice SQUEEZING things before using scissors outright. 
Some of these activities are useful: Squeeze and squeak toys, make and squeeze dough balls and 
use a spray bottle (spray water onto walls and gardens etc) 

 

These are the appropriate grips for scissors. 
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